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COPIES of Circulars issued by the Poor Law Commissioners in Ireland 
to the Clerks of Unions, dated the 6th day of February 1868, and the 
7th day of March 1868, relating to the Diminution of Small Pox in Ireland ; 
and, of Correspondence relating to the Five Unions in which it 
appeared that Small Pox was still existing at the time of Inquiry. 



(No. 31. — M/68. — Miscellaneous.) 

Circular issued by the Commissioners, dated 6th February 1868. 



Diminution of Small-Pox. 



Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 6 February 18.68. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ire- 
land desire to inform the Board of Guardians that the rapid diminution of 
small-pox in Ireland during recent years has, the Commissioners have reason to 
believe, been accelerated in a most remarkable degree during the year ended on 
the 31st December last. 

The returns of deaths by small-pox in the workhouse fever hospitals in that 
year, compared with those of the year 1 864, show only four deaths in comparison 
with 149, or l-37th part of the number in 1864. 

The returns of small-pox cases treated by the medical officers of dispensaries, 
so far as they have yet been received, are equally satisfactory, 24 cases only 
having been returned as treated in the half-year ended 30th September 1 867 » 
in comparison with 850 cases in the corresponding half-year of 1864. 

It has, therefore, appeared to be very desirable to ascertain, with as much 
accuracy as possible, all the localities in Ireland in which small-pox is now to 
be found, in order that in such cases vigorous measures may be taken to com- 
plete the suppression of the disease, and prevent its revival as an epidemic. 

The Guardians are therefore requested to obtain, through the members of the 
Board and the union officers, especially the dispensary officers, exact informa- 
tion as to the existence of the disease in any part of the union at the present 
time, either in dispensary or private practice, and to instruct the clerk to report 
to the Commissioners the result of the inquiries which may have been made as 
soon as practicable, and not later than the 24th of this month. 

The stringency of the law now in force to compel parents to have their chil- 
dren vaccinated, and to procure the prosecution of persons inoculating with the 
small-pox, and thus originating and spreading the disease, has no doubt had a 
material effect in producing this great change ; and the Guardians will no doubt 
feel, in an increased degree, the importance of continuing those exertions which 
have already, to so great an extent, been attended by success, and which, with 
the aid of the provisions of the recent Sanitary Acts, may, it is hoped, finally 
result in the entire suppression of the disease in this country. 



To the Clerk of each Union. 



By order of the Commissioners, 

(signed) -B. Banks, 

Chief Clerk. 
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— II.— 

(No. 52.— M/68.— Miscellaneous.) 

Circuiar issued by the Commissioners, dated 7th March 1868. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
gj^ 7 March 1868. 

Adverting to their Circular Letter of the 6th February last, your reply to 
which has been received, the Commissioners for administering the Laws for the 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland think it right to inform the Guardians of the 
general result of them inquiries as to those" localities in Ireland in which small- 
pox has recently prevailed, or is now prevailing. 

In the first place, it must be stated that the statistics regarding small-pox, 
which were mentioned in the Circular as derived from the workhouse and dis- 
pensary returns, have been confirmed by statistics obtained from the Registrar 
General's Office, an abstract of which the Commissioners are enabled to give 
as follows : 



Deaths from Small-Pox registered in Ireland, during Dates under mentioned : 



Yeah. 


1st Quarter. 


2nd Quarter. 


3rd Quarter. 


4th Quarter. 


Total. 


1864 - - - 


274 


244 


171 


165 


854 


1865 


122 


110 


53 


62 


347 


1866 


106 


47 


25 


9 


187 


1867 


7 


5 


4 


4 


20 



The result of the replies to the Circular of the 6tli February last is, that the 
number of unions in which small-pox is known to have existed in the year 1867 
was very few, not exceeding 20 unions out of 163 at furthest, and that the 
number in which small-pox was known to be present at the time of replying to 
the inquiry was only five unions, namely, those of Cork, Rathdown, Tuarn, 
Claremorris, and Ballinrobe Unions. 

The one case reported from Cork was stated to be convalescent; but there 
were also in Queenstown Harbour, on board the Floating Hospital, a few cases 
from an emigrant ship which had recently sailed from Newport, in South Wales. 
The case in Rathdown Union was that of a marine belonging to the “ Royal 
George,” who brought the disease with him recently from Woolwich. The 
cases in the three other unions were all traceable to the mischievous and criminal 
acts of one itinerant inoculator, who, it is hoped, will soon be amenable to 
justice, as several such' offenders have been made in various parts of the country 
within the last four years. 

Much as the Guardians may be disposed to congratulate themselves upon this 
apparent approach to the extinction of small-pox in Ireland, the Commissioners- 
feel bound to warn them that the continuance of immunity from this epidemic 
must depend upon continued activity in carrying out the provisions of the Com- 
pulsory Vaccination Act, and that even greater exertions than any yet made 
ought to be made to secure that end, inasmuch as there are many districts in 
which vaccination is not yet so thoroughly carried out as it should be, and some 
in which it has been very culpably neglected. 

The union of the two offices of registrar of births and public vaccinator in the 
person of the medical officer of a dispensary district, an arrangement not esta- 
blished by law in any other part of the United Kingdom, has no doubt contri- 
buted much to the successful operation of the statute in Ireland, so far as suc- 
cess has yet been obtained ; and any default in the performance of the duties of 
registrar which should make it necessary to disunite the two offices, would be 
regarded by the Commissioners as a great detriment to the public service. The 
Commissioners trust, therefore, that the dispensary medical officers will, in their 
character of public vaccinators, bear in mind this important view of the ques- 
tion. 
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tion, and strive to secure, by a zealous attention to their duty in the registration 
of births, the first step to a complete vaccination of the children born within 
their respective districts. 

A most important link in this part of the machinery of the Vaccination Act 
is the service by the registrar of births of the notice, Form (C.) (required by the 
8th section), on every parent, when registering the birth of a child, to bring the 
child to be vaccinated. If this be done with regularity, the defaulting parents 
are easily singled out after the lapse of six months for insertion in the list of 
defaulters which the medical officer is required to send to the Board of Guardians, 
in order to enable them to institute prosecutions in such cases. The failure to 
serve this notice has been found usually to be at the root of every serious case 
of defective vaccination in a district. The medical officer having been himself 
the cause of the default on the part of the parents, the Guardians are in such 
cases naturally unwilling to prosecute, and the magistrates equally unwilling to 
convict. 

It has, in some such instances of failure to a serious extent, been thought 
necessary on the part of the Commissioners to remove, the medical officer of a 
dispensary district ; and they have recently taken this course in the case of 
the Ballindine District of Claremorris Union — one of the five cases in which 
small-pox still prevails, in consequence of very great neglect of duty by the 
public vaccinator. 

The Commissioners take this opportunity of reminding the Guardians that 
one of the most important elements in successful vaccination is the use of good 
lymph. This is best secured by vaccination from arm to arm, as far as may be 
practicable ; and, in the next degree, hy the use of the capillary glass tubes 
mentioned in the Circular of 28th October 1863, which most of the Boards of 
Guardians consented at that time to supply to the dispensary medical officers, 
thereby enabling them to keep by them a stock of lymph selected by themselves 
from their own subjects. The Commissioners strongly recommend the Guardians 
to secure, in any way desired by the medical officers, the use of the best lymph 
attainable for vaccination. 

By order of the Commissioners, 

(signed) B. Banks, 

To the Clerk of each Union. Chief Clerk. 



— III. — 

CORRESPONDENCE. 



CORK UNION. 



— No. 1. — 

Statements respecting Small-pox obtained from the Medical Officers of the Union, in Cork Union. 

pursuance of Request contained in Circulars of Poor Law Commissioners ; dated 6th — 

February 1868, No. 31. 



Ur. Popham - 
Ur. J. Wall - 

Ur. Callaghan 

Dr. Armstrong 

Ur. Golding 



, ^196. 



- - Workhouse 

ditto - 

- ditto - 

- No. 1 Uistrict, City 

- No. 2 - ditto - 



Has not had a case for several years. 

For two years has not seen a case of small-pox, either 
in private or hospital practice. 

For three years has only seen one case of small-pox, in 
a child not vaccinated. 

The last case of small-pox came under his notice four 
years ago. 

At this present time a child within his district, at 
Washbrew-Iane, 4 J years old, and who was 
vaccinated at 1 $ years old, is passing through an 
attack of distinct variola, uncomplicated. He 
treated a family of five, at Wilton, during the past 
summer, who went through the distinct variety 
above mentioned. Their ages varied from 18 to 
22 years. All had marks of having been vacci- 
nated. 



A3 
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Cork Union. 


Dr. Curtis - 
Dr. O’Flynn 


- No. 3 District, City 

- No. 4 - ditto - 




Dr. Cremin - 
Dr. Wycherly 


- No. 4 - 

- No. 6 - 


ditto - 
ditto - 




Dr. Jones 


- No. 7 - 


ditto - 




Dr. Fowler - 
Dr. Cummins 


- No. 8 - 

- No. 9 - 


ditto - 
ditto - 



Dr. Madras - - Dripsey District 



Dr. Punch 


Blarney ditto - 


Dr. O’Flynn - 
Dr. Townsend 


Carrignavarditto 

ditto 


Dr. Jefferies - 


Wbitechurch District 


Dr. Beamish - 


- Carrigaline ditto - 


Dr. Fowler 
Dr. Rountree 


- Ballygarvan ditto - 

- Ballincollig ditto - 


Dr. Lawlor - 


- Queenstown ditto - 



Dated this 22nd day of 
February 1868. 



No re ply to inquiry. . . ... 

Has not had a case in his district m private or public 
practice for some years. 

No reply to inquiry. 

Has not had a case in his district for past 12 months. 
Had one case in private. . ... 

No case occurred in his district from the time ot his 
appointment. 

No reply to inquiry. 

Has not attended a case of small-pox for some years, 
and none has occurred to his knowledge within his 
district. He states that, “My experience leads 
me to consider small-pox an epidemic, as well as a 
highly contagious disease. During epidemic pre- 
valence the disease will spread among the unvacci- 
nated, and those whose vaccinations have worn 
out. in spite of all precautions. There have been 
two epidemics of small-pox in Cork within the 
past 14 years; and on both occasions I vaccinated 
myself, family, and private patients, with best results. 
I recommend vaccination as the best preventative 
during epidemic prevalence.” 

There has not been a case in his district for the past 
four years. There were 50 cases and three deaths 
in the year 1856, when he became medical officer. 
Vaccination is fully carried out, and hence not 
alone a diminution of small-pox, hut a total absence 
of the disease in the district. 

No case of small-pox in the district since he became 
medical officer. 

No case of small-pox for some years. 

Has not attended a case since he became medical 
officer of the district. 

There has not been a case of small-pox in the district 
for two years past. 

Small-pox did not exist as an epidemic in the dis- 
trict; only two cases of modified pock are recorded 
for the year 1867. 

None in the district. 

Is not aware of any case since June 1866. The 
disease seems to have altogether disappeared among 
the vaccinate^. 

Small-pox has much decreased in the district for the 
past few years ; no case occurred since the 8th 
April 1867. A few cases are at present in the 
harbour in an emigrant ship, the “ J. B. Duffers.” 
The local committee have called on the Govern- 
ment to have them treated in the Floating Hos- 
pital. 

(signed) P. M‘Grah, 

Clerk of the Union. 



No. 2. 

(No. 4968—68.) 

Letter from the Commissioners to Dr. King, Poor Law and Medical Inspector. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 25 February 1868. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland, forward to you the enclosed communication from the clerk of Cork 
Union, dated the 22nd instant, giving the result of communications which he 
had received from medical officers in the union in reference to the diminution 
of small-pox, and the Commissioners request that you will have the goodness to 
furnish them with a report on the cases of small-pox therein referred to. 

It will be desirable to know by whose default the child in Dr. Callaghan’s 
district remained unvaccinated. The particulars of the case occurring in Dr. 
Wycherly’s district may also probably be ascertained; and the particulars of 
the two cases which occurred in Dr. Beamish’s district in the year 1867> and 
also of the case which occurred in Dr. Lawlor’s district in the month of April 

1867, 
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1867, should be stated. It is not specified whether these individuals had been 
vaccinated, or whether the cases terminated fatally or not. 

It appears hy a Return from the Register General’s office that there were 
four “deaths” from small-pox in Cork Union in the year 1867, viz., Mary 
Anne Murphy, aged three years, and Mary Ellen Mahon, aged three months, 
who died in the Cork (8th South) District on the 13th and 31st March, respec- 
tively ; and Isaac Carson, aged 22 years, and Bessie Josephine Malone, aged 
25 years, who died in the Queenstown District on the 26th March and 10th 
April, respectively. 

Drs. Cremin, Curtis, and Fowler, who have not as yet replied to the Commis- 
sioners' Circular, should be requested by the clerk of the union to do so without 
further delay. 

By order, &c. 

To Dr. King, (signed) W. D. Wodsworth, 

Poor Law Medical Inspector, for Chief Clerk. 

1, Belgrave-place, Cork. 



No. 3. 

(No. 5035—68.) 

Copy Letter from the Collector of Customs at Cork. 

Ship “ J. B. Duffers,” Wilson, Master ; Newport to New York ; Cargo, 
Railway Iron. 

Honourable Sirs, Custom House, Cork, 17 February 1867- 

I have to report that the above-named vessel has put into Queenstown, wind- 
bound, having one of the crew afflicted with small-pox, but according to 
medical report not of a serious nature, and convalescent. 

A space detached from the rest of the crew, and sufficient to meet the require- 
ments of the case, has been set apart for him. 

Dr. Scott is of opinion that the patient is progressing favourably, and that 
every attention is paid to him on board the vessel. 

The vessel will continue in port until the patient recovers. 

The local authorities have been duly apprised as directed by G. 0. 35 — 1861. 

(signed) T. Cassell , Collector. 

To the Honourable Commissioners 
Her Majesty’s Customs. 



No. 4. 

(No. 5537—68.) 

Report from Dr. King. 

Gentlemen, Cork, 27 February 1868. 

I have the honour to inform you that I made inquiry respecting certain 
cases of small-pox which occurred in the Cork Union during the year 1867- I 
visited Passage West on yesterday, and had an interview with Dr. Beamish ; 
and I also proceeded to Queenstown for the purpose of seeing Dr. Lalor, the 
medical officer of the district, and Mr. Malone, the registrar of births and 
deaths ; and I also had interviews with Drs. Callaghan and Wycherly./ 

The case which occurred in Dr. Callaghan’s district was a child five years of 
age, and consequently did not come under the Compulsory Vaccination Act; 
the disease was confluent ; the patient recovered. 

The case attended by Dr. Wycherly was in private ; a gentleman aged 25 
years ; he had never been vaccinated : the case was confluent ; he recovered, 
but was much disfigured. . 

Dr. Beamish’s cases both recovered ; they had been vaccinated; the disease 
was very mild ; left no marks. 

How the disease was contracted in the above cases could not be ascer- 

ta Tbt case under Dr. Lalor's care, in Queenstown, was a seaman; he left 
6 A4 Queenstown 



Cork Union. 
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Queenstown for Belfast and Greenock ; he returned in eight days, immediately 
sickened, and the sympton appeared on the third day ; the case was a severe 
one. but the patient recovered ; there were nine adults and eight children m 
the* house in which he resided during his illness, as he would not go into 
hospital ; this man had been vaccinated ; all the adults and children in the house, 
with the exception of one of the man’s children, had been previously vaccinated. 
Dr. Lalor then vaccinated this child. His family and the other residents 
escaped the contagion. , 

Dr Fowler is medical officer of No. 8 District, and also registrar ; is at 
present unable to attend to his district. X wrote to him requesting to be in- 
formed of the particulars of the cases of Mary Anne Murphy and Mary Ellen 
Meehan I annex his answer, from which it would appear these persons died of 
chicken-pock, a very unusual termination to this mild affection, so much so 
that I doubt the accuracy of the statement ; he writes, death caused by 
varicella. ,, „ , . . ~ 

With respect to the deaths recorded by Mr. Malone, registrar of Queens- 
town, the first case, that of Isaac Carson, was admitted into the Queenstown 
hospital from a ship which arrived from an English port ; the case was con- 
fluent. Mr. Malone cannot say whether he had been vaccinated. 

Bessie Malone was wife to Mr. Malone, apothecary, and resided with him in 
the hospital ; she evidently took the disease from Carson ; she had been 
previously vaccinated ; hut when much debilitated premature labour set in, and 
she succumbed. . 

I communicated with Drs. Cremin and Curtis. I forward their replies 
herewith, and also the document which accompanied your letter of instruc- 
tions. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Charles Cvoker King. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. 

Please see Dr. Goulding’s report which I have just received. 

28 February, 8 p.m. 



Enclosure 1, in No. 4. 

(No. 5537—68',) 

Letter from Dr. Fowler. 

Dear Sir, 27 February 1868. 

The two children alluded to, named Mary Anne Murphy and Mary Ellen Meehan, died 
in workhouse, one on 13th March 1867, the other on 31st March 1867. Death caused by 
Taricella. 

I am, &c. 

C . King, Esq., M.D., (signed) R. T. Fowler, 

1, Belgrave-place. Registrar, No. 8 District 



Enclosure 2, in No. 4. 

(No. 5537—68.) 

Letter from Dr. Cremin. 

My dear Sir, 5, Morrisson’s-Quay, 27 February 1868. 

I have not had any cases of small-pox in my district recently, nor for some years hack; 
with the exception of one case, which occurred in the month of June 1865, in a girl aged 
eight years, I have not seen a case in private in my professional experience ; the disease 
has almost completely disappeared, a fact which I attribute to the facility afforded for 
vaccination, and the anxiety of parents to have it performed. 

Yours, &c. 

C. Croker King, Esq., M.D. (signed) David Cremin, M. B. 
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Cork Union. 

Enclosure 3, in No. 4. 

(No. 5537—68.) 

Letter from Dr. Curtis. 

Dear Dr. Xing, 8, Camden-place, Cork, 27 February 1868. 

I was surprised when reading the paper this morning seeing in your report my name 
as not having sent an answer to Mr. Magrath’s letter. I can assure you E immediately 
wrote an answer to him (a copy I write on the next page), and am positive that I posted it 
myself. I am very sorry this should occur, lest I may be thought wanting in courtesy to 
you in not sending in a report. 

I remain, &c. 

To C. Croker King, Esq., (signed) James G. Curtis. 

Belgrave-place. 



(Copy.) 

Dear Sir, 

I have not met either in dispensary or private practice, for many years, a case of 
small-pox. 

The Vaccination Act is not working as it ought, owing, I think, to the apathy of the 
Board of Guardians in not prosecuting the defaulters. 

I remain, &c. 

To Mr. M'Grath. (signed) J. G. C. 



(No. 5537—68.) 



Enclosure 4, in No. 4. 



Letter from Dr. Fowler. 



Dear Sir, 34, "VVarren’s-place, 26 February 1868. 

I RECEIVED a note from you an hour hence, and can state that I have not seen a case 
of variola for over 12 months. I cannot get the register of deaths. No. 6, in which the 
deaths referred to are entered before to-morrow, but shall give you every information I 
can respecting the cases alluded to by you, which occurred on 13th and 31st March 1867. 
I trust 1 glialT be able to give the information required by to-morrow evening. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) Richard T. Fotoler, 

CharleB Croker King, Esq., m.d. Registrar, No. 8 District 



Enclosure 5, in No. 4. 



(No. 5537—68.) 

Letter from Dr. Golding. 

9, Camden-place, Cork, 

Dear Sir, Thursday evening, 6£ o’clock. 

I am just this moment in receipt of your letter, and hasten to reply, by hand, to your 
inquiries. First : The case of distinct small-pox is quite well, with barely the sign of the 
pustules. Second: The cases treated by me, at Wilton, last summer twelve months all 
occurred in one family, passing from one to the other ; remaining in the family about six 
weeks ; in none of the cases was there secondary fever, and all turned out favourable. 
Since my last report to Board of Guardians, a case of a child who was vaccinated at six 
months, and is now five years, has had the pustules of modified small-pox ; this occurred 
in Boyce’s-street, near Cattle-market. As you desire me to write to-night I send this to 
1, Belgrave-place. 

Yours, &c. 

Charles Croker King, Esq., m. d. (signed) J. P. Golding. 



No. 5. 

(No. 5537—68.) 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
§} r> 9 March 1S68. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Boor in 
Ireland, desire to inform the Board of Guardians of the Cork Union that they have 
had before them the statement furnished by the clerk, dated the 27th ultimo, m 
lg6 B pursuance 
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pursuance of the circular letter of the 6th ultimo, of the result of the communi- 
cations received by him from the medical officers of the union in reference to 

the diminution of small -pox. _ rr . , 

They have also received a report from then- inspector, Dr. King-, on the cases 
of small-pox which have occurred in the union, accordmg to the returns fur- 
nished by the several medical officers. • 

In the case which occurred in the dispensary district of Dr. Callaghan, it 
appears that the patient (a child) recovered. 

The case (an adult) attended by Dr. Wycherly, also terminated successfully, 
so far as saving life was concerned; and in neither of these cases, norm the 
two cases treated successfully by Dr. Beamish, could the manner in which the 
disease was contracted be traced. 

It is, however, stated that in the two latter cases, as well as in some cases 
treated by Dr. Goulding, that the patients had been vaccinated, the disease 
being in a mild form, and no disfiguring marks being left. . 

In the case which was under Dr. Lawlor’s care, the disease was imported 

from Scotland. . _ , 

[ n the cases of death recorded by the registrar of Queenstown, the disease 
was also imported, from an emigrant ship, and communicated to the other 
patient, with fatal results. 

As regards the success of vaccination, the guardians will have seen the 
observation made by the dispensary medical officers on the subject, showing the 
beneficial effects of the operation as a total preventative of the disease, or as 
effectually mitigating the terrible consequences which frequently ensue to those 
attacked who have not been vaccinated. . 

Dr. Curtis states, however, that the Compulsory Vaccination Act is not work- 
ing as it ought to do in the union, owing, he thinks, to the omission to sum- 
mon defaulters. 



The guardians received a list of defaulters from Dr. 'Curtis in July last ; and 
the Commissioners requested to be furnished by the clerk of the union with the 
particulars of the result of the proceedings in that and the other cases in the 
union, in which lists of defaulters had been furnished by the medical officers 
and registrars, but they have not received his reply as yet. 

It appeared by the report of Dr. King relating to the Cork dispensaries, 
dated the 3rd ultimo, and communicated to the Board of Guardians on the 
1 1th ultimo, that there were at that time in the eight districts returned upwards 
of 500 children who ought to have been brought to the medical officers to be 
vaccinated, but who remained defaulters under the Compulsory Vaccination 

In the rural dispensary districts there were also, according to the last returns, 
numerous defaulters; and the Commissioners desire to call the guardians atten- 
tion to their letters of this day, and of the 11th, 18th, 19th, and 25th ultimo, 



on the subject. . 

The Commissioners request the earnest and continued attention of the Board 
of Guardians of Cork Union to the matter, in reference to the discharge of the 
duty which devolves upon them under the 1 3th section of the Compulsory 
Vaccination Act. . 

The Commissioners drew the attention of Boards of Guardians to this matter 
in their circular of the 7th March 1865 (page 211, Annual Report, 1865,) re- 
lating to the carrying out of the provisions of the Act, in the following para- 
graph : — 

“ The Commissioners think it is the duty of the Board of Guardians to see 
that these provisions are duly and effectively carried out, and that proceedings 
should therefore be taken in every case of wilful neglect ; and with that view 
the Commissioners suggest that the guardians should call upon each dispen- 
sary officer acting as registrar of births and deaths, to furnish them from time 
to time with the particulars of any cases in which, by a comparison of the 
register of vaccination which he is required by the 7th section of the Act to 
keep with the register of births, any such neglect shall appear ; and the guar- 
dians should therefore direct the necessary proceedings to be instituted (which 
they are authorised to do by the 13th section of the Act) either by the clerk of 
the union or the relieving officer of the district, as may he deemed most expe- 



dient.” 



The 
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The Commissioners request that the Board of Guardians of the Cork Union 
■will at once call upon the medical officers of the several dispensary districts to 
send in fresh lists of all the present defaulters, and that the Board will then, 
after such preliminary inquiry as may be necessary, through the relieving 
officer or otherwise, direct the necessary steps to be taken to prosecute all wilful 
defaulters with vigour, and to have the provisions of the Compulsory Vaccina- 
tion Act fully and effectually carried out in the union. 

By order, 8zc. 

(signed) B. Banks, 

To the Presiding Chairman, Chief Clerk. 

Board of Guardians, Cork Union. 



RATHDOWN UNION. 



No. 1. 

(No. 4734—68.) 

Letter from the Clerk of the Union. 

Rathdown Union, Board-room, Loughlinstown, 
Gentlemen, 20 February 1868. 

In reply to .your circular letter, No. 31 — M./68, dated 6th instant, I have 
respectfully to inform you that in accordance with the instructions of the Board 
of Guardians I have made minute inquiries, with the view of furnishing you 
with information as to the existence of small-pox in any part of this union at 
the present time. 

The workhouse medical officer, the relieving officers and medical officers of 
dispensary districts, as also a large number of members of this Board, have been 
made acquainted with the subject of your circular, and with the exception of 
one case, in the Kingstown Dispensary district, the disease is not known to> 
exist in any part of the union. 

The case in question arose on board Her Majesty’s ship “ Royal George,” 
stationed at Kingstown ; and it would appear from Dr. Ledwith’s report that 
the disease was conveyed to that vessel in December last from Woolwich, where 
it is stated small-pox was then very prevalent. Dr. Ledwith further states that 
from the 17th December 1867 to die 2nd January 1868, he attended three 
cases ; first, that of Sophia Cannon, aged two years and nine months. Second, 
that of an infant, both the children of a marine on board that vessel. The third 
was that of an adult, aged about 20 years ; this person constantly visited the 
house in which those two children were ill, and notwithstanding neither of the 
three subjects had been vaccinated, all terminated most favourably. 

The case which at present exists is under the care of Dr. Newland, one of 
the medical officers of Kingstown Dispensary district. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Joseph D. Cope , 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Clerk of the Union. 

Custom House, Dublin. 



No* 2. 

(No. 4734—68.) 

Letetr from the Commissioners to.- Dr. Hill, Poor Law and Medical Inspector. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 21 February 1868. 

ThE Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Foor in 
Ireland, transmit to you the enclosed letter which they have received from the 
clerk of Rathdown Union, in reply to their circular letter of the 6th instant, 
196 . b 2 relative 
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Rathdown Union, relative to the existence of small-pox in the union ; 

request that you will have the goodness to inquire specially, and at once 

regarding the case therein refered to, which appears to be under treatment by 
Dr S Newfand, one of the dispensarj' medical officers of the Kingstown district. 

It may he desirable that, if the persons having care of the patient are willing, 
he should be removed to hospital, so as to obviate any further spread of the 

* Th S e e 'Commissioners will be glad to receive a report from you on the subject 
as early as possible. 

1 r By order, &c. 

(signed) W. D. Wodmortb , 

To Dr. Hill, Medical Inspector, for clnef Clerk. 

Kiltegan, Athy. 



Kingstown 

Dispensary. 

Small-pox. 



No. 3. 

(No. 5216—68.) 

Report from Dr. Hill. 

3, Sea View Terrace, Donnybrook, 
Gentlemen, 25 February 1868. 

I beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 4734— 48, of the 
21st instant, enclosing a communication, herewith returned, from the clerk ol 
the Rathdown Union in reference to a case of small-pox at present under 
treatment in the Kingstown Dispensary district of the union, and to report to 
you that yesterday, and on the previous day, I made special inquiry regarding 
the case referred to. _ „ . 

I ascertained that a man named Daniel Martin, 25 years of age, a marine, 
serving on board Her Majesty’s ship, “Royal George,” lying in Kingstown 
Harbour was taken ill on Sunday the 16th instant, with pains m his limbs, and 
general febrile disturbance. On Tuesday the 18th instant, he was seen by Dr. 
Newland, one of the medical officers of the Kingstown Dispensary district, and 
admiralty agent at Kingstown, who found him suffering from an attack of 
apparently modified small-pox. The man was immediately removed to a kind of 
hospital, known as the “ Sick Quarters,” in Sussex-street, Kingstown, where he 

is now under treatment, and where I saw him. ■ . 

The disease appears to be of an extremely mild character, and the patient is 
progressin 0 favourably. The man informed me that he had been twice vacci- 
nated once in infancy, and again in 1865 ; and on examination I found on his 
arm two well-marked vaccination scars. He had not been in communication 
with any person suffering from small-pox, nor is there another case of the 
disease in the district. A 

Dr. Newland informed me that about 12 months ago he had under his treat- 
ment’ a sailor from Her Majesty’s ship, “ Seamew,” at that time lying in 
Kingstown Harbour. The case was one of mild small-pox, and the patient, who 
had undergone vaccination, rapidly recovered. With the exception of the 
above-mentioned cases, Dr. Newland has not met with a case of small-pox in 
his portion of the Kingstown Dispensary district for several years. 

1 ascertained that during the year 1867, 188 births were registered in Dr. 
Newland’s registration district, while only 105 children were registered as 
having been successfully vaccinated during that period. Dr. Newland is of 
opinion, however, that although the number of cases of vaccination registered 
falls very short of the number of births registered, there are scarcely any 
defaulters under the Compulsory Vaccination Act in his district, a very large 
number of children whose births are duly registered being vaccinated by private 
practitioners who seldom take the trouble of forwarding to the register of births 
the duplicate of the certificate of successful vaccination. 

I beg to add that the so-called “Sick Quarters,” provided for the medical - 
treatment of sailors and marines from Her Majesty’s ships, consist of a room in 
a lodging house in a populous part of Kingstown, and in the event of any 
contagious or infectious disease being under treatment, there are no effectual 
means at the disposal of the medical officer to prevent its communication to the 
healthy inmates of the house, audits spread in the locality. 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, (signed; John Hill, Inspector,. 

Dublin. 
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(No. 4766—68.) 



No. 4. 



Letter from the Commissioners to Dr. Hill. 



Rathdown Union. 



Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 21 February 1868. 

Adverting to their letter of this day’s date relating to a case of small-pox now 
under treatment in the Kingstown Dispensary district of Rathdown Union, the 
Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland, 
transmit to you the enclosed return of Dr. Led with, one of the medical officers 
of that district, for the quarter ended 31st December last, by which it appears 
that there was a diminution of vaccination in the district during that period, 
and under the present circumstances this matter demands careful attention with 
reference to the possibility of a spread of small-pox. 

By order, &c. 

(signed) W. D. Wodsworth, 

To Dr. Hill, Medical Inspector, for Chief Clerk. 

Kiltegan, Athy. 



No. 5. 

Report from Dr. Hill. 

(No. 5331—68.) 

3, Sea View Terrace, Donnybrook, 
Gentlemen, 26 February 1868. 

With reference to your letter of the 21st inst., No. 4766 — 68, enclosing the 
return of Dr. Ledwith, one of the medical officers of the Kingstown Dispensary 
district, for the quarter ended the 31st December last, by which it appears that 
there was a diminution of vaccination in the district during that period, I beg 
leave to report to you that when visiting the Kingstown Dispensary district on 
the 23rd and 24th instant, I examined Dr. Ledwith’s vaccination registers, 
and observed that during the year ended the 31st December last, he had 
registered the successful vaccination of 167 children. 

Dr. Ledwith was unable to furnish me with the number of children whose 
births had been registered prior to July 1867, as the register which would have 
afforded that information has been given up to the superintendent registrar. 

It appears from the medical officer’s return, as well as from his vaccination 
registers, that during the quarter ended 31st December last only five children 
had been successfully vaccinated by him ; and he has informed me that the 
diminution of vaccination was probably caused by the coldness of the weather, 
and by the prevalence of influenza, bronchitis, and diarrhoea among infants. He 
also stated that he had prepared a considerable number of notices to be served 
on defaulters, which he intended issuing this week, and from which he antici- 
pated satisfactory results. I saw the notices (Schedule C.) duly filled up, and 
ready for distribution. 

With reference to three cases of small-pox mentioned in the report of the 
clerk of the Rathdown Union, as having recently occurred in Dr. Ledwith’s sub- 
district, I beg to state that, accompanied by the medical officer, I visited the 
patients referred to, and obtained the following particulars : 

cf On the 17th December last the wife and children of a marine named Cannon, 
serving on board Her Majesty’s ship “ Royal George,” arrived at Kingstown 
from Woolwich, where small-pox was then prevalent. On the 26th December, 
Dr. Ledwith received a ticket to see one of the children, Sophia Cannon, aged 
two years and nine months ; and on visiting her that day, found her suffering 
from well marked small-pox. The child’s mother informed me that her little 
girl had been vaccinated when about 12 months old, but that the operation was 
unsuccessful. On examination of the child’s arm, I observed an imperfect 
scar. 

“ On the 2nd Januarj^, during the medical officer’s attendance upon the 
above-mentioned case, he was requested to prescribe for another of Cannon s 
children, Charles Cannon, 10 months old, and found him suffering from an 
eruptive disease, which subsequently proved to be small-pox. This child had 
196. b 3 
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not 
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, ■ TT . Wn vaccinated owing, as his mother stated, to his having been it. a delicate 

•RuthdowP— O'. "^^“^aWost from the time of his birth. Both of these children 

recovered, without an unfavourable symptom. on 

“ The third ease was that of a young man named William Ramsay 20 'years 

of a"-e living in the immediate neighbourhood of the housyn which the Can- 
nons lodge, who was visited for the first time hy Dr. Ledwith on the 10th 
January S In this case the disease was severe, and the eruption copious though 
not confluent; no dangerous complication intervened, however, and tile patient 
recovered During the illness of Cannon’s children Ramsay had frequently 
been in the house where they lived ; and one day when passing the door of 
thrirreom he saw one of the children with its face covered with the eruption 
and on inquiry was told that the child had small-pox He informed me that 
he < got a Q turn immediately, and took sick the next day. He is a native of 
Balbriggan, and has never been vaccinated. I carefully examined his arms, 
hut crnld discover no trace of scar. The above are the only cases of small- 
pox which Dr. Ledwith has met with during the last two years. 



To the Poor Law Commissioners, 
Dublin 



I have, &c. 
(signed) . John Hill, 



No 6. 

(No. 5331-68.) 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir 29 February 1868. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland 
desire to inform the Board of Guardians of Rathdown Union, that they have 
received Dr. Ledwith’s report on the Kingstown Dispensary District No. 1, tor 
the quarter ended 31st December last, in which it was stated that there had 
been a great diminution of cases of vaccination since the previous quarterly 

re D™ Ledwith attributed this diminution to the severity of the season and dis- 
tress amongst the working and labouring classes as affecting the general health 

of infants. . . T 

The Commissioners having forwarded Dr. Ledwith’s return to their Inspector, 
Dr. Hill, have now received a report from him, in which he states that when 
visiting the Kingstown district on the 23rd and 24th instant he examined 
Dr. Ledwith’s vaccination register, and observed that during the year ended 
31st December last, he had registered the successful vaccination ol 167 

Ledwith was unable to furnish the. number of children whose births had 
been registered prior to July 1867, as the register which would have afforded 
that information had been given up to the superintendent registrar. 

It appeared, however, from the medical officer’s return, as well as from Ins 
vaccination registers, that during the quarter ended 31st December last, 
“ onlv five children had been successfully vacinated by him ; and he informed 
Dr. Hill that the diminution of vaccination was probably caused by the cold- 
ness of the weather, and hy the prevalence of influenza, bronchitis, and diarrhcea 
among infants. Dr. Ledwith also stated that he had prepared a considerable 
number of notices (Form C.) to be served on defaulters which he intended 
issuing during the week, and from which he anticipated satisfactory results. 

The Commissioners desire to call the particular attention of the Board of 
Guardians to the fact that only five cases of successful vaccination of children 
under the Compulsory Vaccination Act, appear to have occurred in the district 
during the quarter ended 31st. December last, including the month of October, 
one of the favourable months for vaccination. _ 

Such a state of things is most dangerous in a locality like Kingstown, witn 
which there is frequent communication from districts in England m whicn 
small-pox at present prevails. 

The Commissioners at the same time request the earnest attention ot tne 

Board 
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Board of Guardians to any lists of defaulting parents which they may receive Hathdowa Union, 
from any part of the union. 

An extract from Dr. Hill’s report relating to the three cases of small-pox 
referred to in the recent report of the clerk of the union, is enclosed for the 
Guardians’ information. 

By Order, &c. 

(signed) W. D. Wodsworth, 

The Clerk of the Rathdown Union, for Chief Clerk. 

Loughlinstown, Cabin teely. 




No. 7. 

(No. 5331—68.) 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Kingstown Dispensary Committee. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 29 February 1868. 

The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland forward, for the information of the committee of management of Kings- 
town Dispensary District, a copy of a letter which they have addressed to the 
Board of Guardians of Rathdown Union, in reference to the diminution of 
vaccination in the district, as shown by one of the medical officer’s returns for 
the quarter ended 31st December last. 

By Order, &c. 

(signed) W D. Wodsioorth, 

Miles Kelly, Esq., for Chief Clerk. 

Honorary Secretary, Kingstown Dispensary Committee, 

Lower George’s-street, Kingstown. 



TUAM UNION. 



No. 1. 

(No. 4971—68.) 

Letter from the Clerk of the Union. Tuam Union. 

Poor Law Office, Tuam, 

Gentlemen, 22 February 1868 

Referring to your Circular Letter of the 6th instant, No. 31 M., 1868, on 
the subject of small-pox, and acting under directions of the Board of Guardians 
of this union, I have the honour to inform you that, on the 13th instant, I 
addressed a communication to the medical officers of the abbey, Dunmore and 
Headford Dispensary Districts respectively, and on the 14th instant I addressed a 
similar communication to the medical officers of Tuam Dispensary Districts, 

Nos. 1 and 2 respectively, requesting they would furnish a return of the number 
of cases of small-pox in their districts, and to inform the Board of sach other 
information on the subject, either in their dispensary or private practice, as 
would assist in completing the suppression of the disease, and prevent its revival 
as an epidemic. The following are copies of the reports received from the 
respective medical officers. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) J. Morris, 

The Poor Law Commissioners, Clerk of Union. 

Custom House, Dublin. 



196. 
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Tuam Union. 



Enclosure 1, in No. 1. 



(No. 4971—68.) 



Letter from Dr. Digby French. 

q. Monivea, 17 February 1868. 

In reply to your letter of the 13th instant, I heg leave to inform the Board of Guar- 
dians that there are no eases of small-pox in the Ahbey Dispensary District to report, 
nor have I had a case of this disease in any private or pubhc practice for 4s i last 10 
years in this district. By carrying out folly the practice of vaccination, I have every 
hope we shall have no revival of small-pox as an epidemic. 



Mr. Morris, 
Board Boom, Tuam. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) Digby French. 



Enclosure 2, in No. 1. 

(No. 4971—6 8.) 

Letter from Dr. McDonnell. 

Dunmore Dispensary District, 
Gentlemen, Tuam Union, 18. February 1868. 

In compliance with instructions received from the Poor Law. Commissioners, I beg to 
report to you the prevalence of small-pox in this district. It is almost exclusively con- 
fined to the electoral divisions of Milltown, although there are only five cases of small- 
pox recorded in the Medical Belief Begister within the last two months.. The disease 
has been very prevalent, a great number of cases coming under my notice, in which I did 
not get any ticket, and which consequently are not entered in the register. 

I am, &c. 

The Guardians of the Poor, (signed) Joseph McDonnell. 

Tuam Union. 



Enclosure 3, in No. 1 . 

(No. 4971—68.) 

Letter from Dr. Turner. 

Gentlemen, Tuam, 19 February 1868. 

Beferring to your communication on tbe subject of small-pox, I bave to report for 
tbe information of the Board, that only one case of small-pox has come to my knowledge 
as medical officer of No. 1 District of tbe Tuam Dispensary, which case terminated 
favourably, and there was no extension of the disease in that neighbourhood. 

As medical officer of the workhouse hospital, I have to report that one case, which 
terminated fatally, was admitted to hospital from No. 2 District of the dispensary, and 
that there has not been any extension of the disease in the locality from which it was 
sent in. 

In my private practice I have had one case within the last three months, terminating 
favourably, in an adult 

I am, &c. 

(signed) Thomas Slake Turner. 

Medical Officer, Tuam Dispensary District No. 1, 

The Board of Guardians, Union Workhouse, and Fever Hospital. 

Tuam Union. 
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(No. 4971—68.) 



Enclosure 4, in No. I . 



Letter from Dr. Dwyer. 



Gentlemen, rp , 

Refer™ to your communication on tie subject of smsll-p^ I W to^iTfor 

e rs; 

I am, &c. 

(signed) James Dwyer,. Medical Officer. 

Tuam Dispensary District No. 2. 



(No. 4971—68.) 



Enclosure 5, in No. 1. 



Letter from Dr. Edward French. 



In reply to your communication of the 13th instant, I Sg^tortate' that^SYis^ot a 
St tSt 6 bv fSrir?' “,. m i ' striot > “* .*■“ ‘here boon any for a considerable time. I 

Lei t 7 ° n Ibere is no danger of an outbreak of the 

Clerk rf the Urio™Tuam. (signed) Edward T. French. 



No. 2. 

(No. 4971—68.) 

Letter from the Commissioners to Dr. Roughan, Poor Law and Medical 
Inspector. 

gj r Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

IreW fo°“^d S t°o n v S f °th Adn \™ S ‘ er j n S ^ Um 5 bS the Poor in 
Cle “of Tim IIo-o 7 , he e? ^° Sed 1 ?-“ er 7 hicb they have receded from the 
to J ThefrCi 1? '° ’ Tr t S. B ^ e8 of the "mdical officers of the union 
smdl If and tbf r r ° f • h? h “ Stant ’ ° n the sub i ect of tbe diminution of 
Trnish thel fvith ^ mmis81 °“f e «!“«* * a ‘ you will have the goodness to 
Set. * r6p here °"' es P ecia % m regard to thf Dunmore 

offtelm^nfrfTheT^T 30 ^^ inf ° Imed “ re ^ rd *> the observance 
or me provisions ot the Compulsory Vaccination Act m the union and whether 

it occurred! 6 03865 r ‘ elTed ‘° remained ^vaccinated, by whose neglect of duty 

Also whether inoculation is known to have taken place. 



Dr. Roughan, 

Poor Law Medical Inspector, 
Ballinrobe. 



By Order, &c. 

JV. D. Wodsworth, 

for Chief Clerk. 



196. 
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No. 3. 

(No. 5089— 68.) 

Letter from the Clerk of the Union. 

Poor Law Office, Tuam, 
24 February 1868. 

DocmlXU, medical officer of Abbey Dispensary District in tins union 

received from him this morning. j have, &c. 

(signed) J. Morris, 

. . Clerk of Union. 

The Poor Law Commissioners, 

Custom House, Dublin. 



(No. 5089—68.) 



Enclosure in No. 3. 



Letter from Dr. Digby French. 



Monivea, 23 February 1868. 

Dear bir. Herald” that I am reported to have stated that I had no case of 

*10- '^sSdKo years! which you will please correct before re- 
porting it to the Commissioners. p ^ 

John Morris, Esq., Board Boom, Tuam. (signed) Dighj French. 



No. 4. 



(No. 5089-08.) 



Letter to Dr. Roughan. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

25 February 1868. 

With reference to their letter of yesterday's date the Commissioners for 
Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor m Clerk of 

=" Shinetant, on the subject 

of the diminution of small-pox in the Abbey District ot that union. 



Dr. Roughan, 

Poor Law Medical Inspector, 
Ballinrobe. 



By Order, &c. 
f signed) fV. D. fVodsworth , 

■ S for Chief Clerk. 



No. 5. 



(No. 5539—68.) 

Report from Dr. Roughan. 



Dunmore Dispen- 
sary District. 

Dr. M'Donnell, 
Medical Officer. 



„ , Galway, 28 February 1868. 

I HAVB^the^onoiir to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 24t 

h^edicZffi d cer g s oftheunTon to Circffiar of the 6thZtan“ on the subject^ 
hS dtoinntion of small-pox, and requesting that I shoffid furnish tlmCom- 
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missioners with a report thereon, especially in regard to the Dunmore Dis- 
pensary District, informing me at the same time that they were desirous of being 
informed in regard to the observance of the provisions of the Compulsory 
Vaccination Act in the union ; and whether if any of the cases referred to 
remained unvaccinated, by whose neglect of duty it occurred; also whether 
inoculation is known to have taken place. 

In conformity with those instructions, I visited Duurnore Dispensary District 
on last Friday, the 25th instant, and, accompanied by Dr. McDonnell, medical 
officer, went through the localities in which cases of small-pox was said to have 
occurred, and which were confined, as well as I could learn, to the tlectora 
division of Milltown, which joins the Ballindine Dispensary District, from whence 
it appears Matthew Lally, the inoculator, extended his operations, and came into 
this division in the latter part of November, and inoculated some, grown up 
persons in the townland of Pollynurick, whose names I have beeu unable to 
ascertain, although I visited the village, and endeavoured to do so, both by 
threats and persuasion. The parish schoolmaster, Mr. Kelly, informs me, that 
some of the children attending his school had small-pox in January last, and that 
it is his impression that the disease was communicated by the persons inoculated 
by Lally in Pollynurick, to some children with whom they "associated at the 
chapel, and subsequently introduced by them into Ins school ; from whence four 
children returned home in the early part of January with the disease ; two of 
them being his own, and residing in the same house with the others, in a village 
called Milltown Dalgan, about a mile distant from the schoolhouse, which is 
midway between that village and Pollynurick. The children attacked were 
Patrick Glynn, aged 10 years, never brought for vaccination ; James Flanigan, 
aged 14, not vaccinated; James Kelly, 13 years of age, vaccinated when a baby, 
and has a good mark on the arm ; and Jane Kelly, aged three years, entered in 
the medical officer’s register as having been successfully vaccinated on the 22nd 
of May 1866 ; the mark on the aim is indistinct, but the medical officer assures 
me that he saw' the child on the eighth day, and that it was a successful case. 
Those children are now quite well, and are not marked ; they were attended by 
the medical officer of the district. I saw two other children in this village, who are 
now convalescent from a mild form of small -pox. 

The eldest, James Ryan, aged nine years, and his brother John, one year and 
three-quarters, became ill about the same time, in the middle of January ; in all 
probability the disease was communicated to them from the other children above 
referred to. The mother states the eldest was vaccinated when a baby, but she 
has no recollection by whom ; the youngest was vaccinated by Dr. McDonnell, 
and the mother has the usual certificate of successful vaccination; there is a 
small mark on the arm similar to that produced by vaccination. The medical 
officer informs me that he accidentally saw some other persons who had re- 
covered from small-pox, but that lie was not asked to attend them. 

Dr. McDonnell pays attention to vaccination, and observes the provisions of 
the Compulsory Vaccination Act, and he furnished a list containing the names 
of 50 defaulters, to the Guardians in January last, five of whom he states were 
prosecuted, and gives it as his opinion that this number was quite insufficient to 
enforce obedience to the Act of Parliament ; he further informs me that a great 
number on that list are still defaulters. The vaccination register was incori'ectly 
kept by the late medical officers, and as well as I can ascertain from it, there 
are at least 100 children whose births have been registered for six months and 
upwards, who have not as yet been brought for vaccination. The head constable 
of the district seemed to be quite unaware of Lally’s being in his district. 

I purpose going to Tuam on to-morrow, and will furnish a supplemental 
report on that district. 

I have, &c. 

George F. Roughan. 
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No. 6. 

(No. 5658—68.) 

Further Report from Dr. Roughan. 

. Galway, 1 March 1868. 

I„ continualion of my report of the 28th instant relating to ‘he ?~oe of 
some cases of small-pox in Tuam Union, I have the honour to mfoim you that 
I visited the Toam Dispensary District yesterday. 

Three cases of small-pox are reported by Dr. Turner as coming ; under his 
observation : the first was that of a nun aged 28 years, residing at the Presenta- 
tion Convent, Tuam ; she contracted small-pox in November last, and is now 
quHe well ; she was vaccinated when a child by Dr. Turner, who ,s unable o offer 
an opinion as to the mode in which the disease was communicated to no 
case of small-pox, as far as he is aware, being in the district for months before. 

I may, however, here remark that a large school is kept by the nuns and it is 
not improbable that the disease might have been conveyed on the clothes of some 
child who had been in contact with some party suffering from the disease m 
Milltown, which is only distant about six miles from Tuam. 

The second case was that of Bridget Connell f 12 years of age admitted into 
the workhouse fever hospital from the town of Team, on the 10th of January 
last ; she died on the 13th January. No other case in the locality ; and it is 
not known how she contracted the disease, or whether she had been vaccinated. 

The third case was that of Edward Corlen, a schoolmaster, who was brought 
on a cart from Milltown school with the eruption of small-pox out on him on 
the 24th January last, to his father’s house in Curry, in the electoral division of 
Lavallv ; he recovered, and no other cases occurred since. The medical olbcer 
duly observes the provisions of the Compulsory Vaccination Act ; but s till, after 
making proper allowance for all causes, there are in this (No. 1) district 100 
births registered for six months and upwards who have, not as yet been vacci- 
nated. I consider this a most opportune time for furnishing a list ol defaulters 
to the Guardians, so as to enable them to discharge the functions devolved on 
them bv the Act. Dr. Turner submitted the names of 105 defaulters to the 
Guardians in September 1866, eleven of whom were prosecuted; eight were 
convicted, but, as well as I can learn, only nominal fines were imposed. It 
appears from Dr. O’Dwyer’s report that one case of small-pox came under his 
notice— that of a girl aged 13 years, residing at Kilgover, m the electoral 
division of Kilbannon, which is proximate to Milltown, from whence there is 
little doubt she got the infection. Dr. O’Dwyer makes reference to three other 
cases which he heard occurred in the same locality, but. which he had not seen 
when he wrote his reply to the clerk of the union. I visited this house, which 
is situate in the electoral division of Killeen. The father informed me 
that his five children, aged respectively ] 8, 9, 7, 4, and 2 years, had what he 
believed was small-pox in the early part of last January, that they all got ill at 
the same time, and were laid up for about a fortnight ; he thinks the disease was 
communicated to them by their grand-aunt, who came to his house about a 
week before they got ill, from a place called Knock, in the village of Milltown, 
where some children were lying in small-pox. From the present appearance of 
those children, and the history given to me by the father, I feel quite satisfied 
that they had not small-pox, but merely suffered from a slight attack of. swine- 
pox. Dr. O’Dwyer saw this family for the first time on Friday the 28ih instant, 
and he concurs with me in this opinion. 

The youngest, and the only member of this family that comes within the 
scope of the Compulsory Vaccination Act, is registered as having been success- 
fully vaccinated by Dr. O’Dwyer, on the 12th November 1866, and has the 
mark on the arm which is usually left after vaccination. 

I have reason to believe that the provisions of the Compulsory Vaccination 
Act are duly observed by the medical officer, Notice Form C. being given to 
the parents or custodians at or immediately after the registration of the births of 
the children ; still, after making allowance for deaths, unfitness, and all other 

causes. 
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causes, I find that out of 750 children, whose births have been registered for six 
months and upwards, 100 remain available for vaccination. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) George F. Rough an. 

P.S . — I have not been able to discover that any inoculation has taken place 
in this district ; but I have no doubt on my mind that all the cases have indi- 
rectly resulted from Lallv’s illegal operations in the adjoining electoral division 
of Millt own. 



No. 7. 

(No. 5539—168.) 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, 

Sir, Dublin, 3 March 1868. 

The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland, desire to state, for the information of the Board of Guardians of Tuam 
Union, that having received a communication from the Clerk enclosing a letter 
from Dr. McDonnell, from which it appeared that small-pox was prevalent in 
the Dunmore Dispensary District, they instructed Dr. Roughan, medical inspector, 
to inquire and report to them the circumstances. 

From Dr. Roughan’s report, now received, it appears that the cases of small- 
pox known to have occurred, were confined to the electoral division of Milltown. 

The division joins the Ballindine Dispensary District, in Claremorris Union, 
from whence it appears that a person named * £ Matthew Lally,” who practises 
the illegal process of inoculation with small-pox virus, extended his operations, 
and came into the Dunmore District in the latter part of November last. 

In that month he inoculated some adult persons in the Townland of Polly- 
nurick, from whom this loathsome disease was, in January last, communicated 
to several children who attended the parish school, with whom those persons, 
then convalescent, came in contact at chapel, and by them in turn it was com- 
municated to other children in the same locality. 

An extract from Dr. Roughan’s report, giving the particulars of the cases, is 
enclosed herewith. 

As regards the question of compliance with the provisions of the Compulsory 
Vaccination Act in this district, Dr. Roughan reports that Dr. McDonnell 
furnished a list containing the names of defaulters under the Act to the 
Guardians in January last, but that the number prosecuted by their orders (5) 
was quite insufficient to enforce obedience to the law. 

It appears that in a great number of the cases contained in that list, the 
parties are still defaulters, and that there are at this time at least 100 children 
in the district whose births have been registered for six months and upwards 
who have not as yet been brought for vaccination. 

In the Tuam District, likewise, there have been some cases of small-pox, 
introduced in all probability by the same illegal process of inoculation, and from 
the Ballindine and Dunmore Districts, as the enclosed extracts from Dr.Roughan’s 
report will show. 

In the Tuam District, No. 1, Dr. Roughan states that there are 100 children 
who ought to have been brought for vaccination, and who remain unvaccinated 
and liable to be attacked by small-pox. 

In the same District, No. 2, there are also about the same number of children 
(100) whose parents have neglected to bring them for vaccination. 

The Commissioners request the earnest and immediate attention of the Board 
of Guardians to these circumstances, in reference to the discharge of the duty 
which devolves upon them, under the 13th section of the Compulsory Vaccina- 
tion Act. 

The Commissioners drew the attention of Boards of Guardians to this matter 
in their Circular of the 7th of March, 1865, relating to the carrying out of the 
provisions of the Act, in the following paragraph : 
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“The Commissioners think it is the duty of the Board of Guardians to see 
that these provisions are duly aud effectively carried out, and that proceedings 
should therefore be taken in every case of wilful neglect ; aud, with that view, 
the Commissioners suggest that the Guardians should call upon each dispensary 
officer acting as registrar of births and deaths to furnish them from time to 
time with the particulars of any cases in which by a comparison of the 
register of vaccination, which he is required by the 7th section of the Act 
to* keep, with the register of births, any such neglect shall appear ; aud the 
Guardians should therefore direct the necessary proceedings to be instituted 
(which they are authorised to do by the 13th section of the Act), either 
by the clerk of the union or the relieving officer of the district, as may be 
deemed most expedient.” 

There seems good reason to conclude, from the reports which the Com- 
missioners have received, that in places where persons are not duly vaccinated, 
the itinerant inoeulator takes advantage of the neglect to prosecute his 
mischievous and illegal trade amongst the ignorant or prejudiced of the poorer 
classes, and this disease may, by that means, spread through all ranks of 
society. 

It would be very desirable that any person so found offending against the law 
should be brought to justice, in pursuance of the 8th section of the 3 & 4 
Viet. c. 29, and the Commissioners trust that the Guardians will co-operate in 
the endeavours which may be made for that purpose. 

But in the meantime the Commissioners request that the Board of Guardians of 
Tua m Union will at once call upon the medical officers of the several dispensary 
districts to send in fresh lists of all the present defaulters, and that the Board 
will then, after such preliminary inquiry as may be necessary, through the 
relieving officers or otherwise, direct the necessary steps to be taken to prosecute 
all wilful defaulters with vigour, and to have the provisions of the Compulsory 
Vaccination Act fully and effectually carried out in the Union. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

B. Banks, 

The Clerk. Tuam Union. Chief Clerk. 



No. 8. 

(No. 5539—68.) 

Letter from the Commissioners to Sir Thomas Larcom. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 2 March 1868. 

Adverting to their letter of the 28th ultimo, relating to the occurrence of 
several cases of small-pox in the Ballinrobe aud Claremorris Unions, traceable to 
inoculation for the disease practised by a man named “ Matthew Lally,” the 
Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland 
have the honour to forward herewith, for the information of his Excellency the 
Lord Lieutenant, a copy of a report which they have since received from Dr. 
Roughan, medical inspector, with reference to the cases of the disease which have 
lately appeared in the Dunmore Dispensary District of Tuam Union, which 
adjoins the Ballindine Dispensary District, in Claremorris Union, from whence 
it appears that Matthew Lally extended his operations, and came into the 
Dunmore District. 

Dr. Roughan gives the particulars of several cases in his report which serve to 
illustrate the pernicious effects of Matthew Lally’s illegal practices. 

It is most desirable that this person should, if possible, be made amenable to 
justice as an example to inoculators, as well as to show the people that the law 
cannot be disobeyed with impunity, and to induce them the more readily to 
bring their children to be vaccinated. 

By Order, &c. 

Sir Thomas Larcom, k.c.b., (signed) B. Batiks, 

&c. &c. &c. Chief Clerk. 

Dublin Castle. 
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CLAREM ORRIS UNION. 



Claremorris Union. 



No. 1. 

(No. 3610—68.) 

Extract from Report from Dr. Rougkan, Medical and Poor Law Inspector, 
dated 10th February 1868, relating to Ballindine Dispensary District. 

Vaccination is not at all in proportion to the registered births. After making 
the usual deductions for deaths and other causes, there are 256 births registered 
for more than six months, who have not as yet been vaccinated. The medical 
officer, who is also the registrar of the district, has omitted to give the notice 
(Form C.), required by the 8th Section of the Compulsory Vaccination Act, to 
the parents or guardians of the children. He expressed himself as being quite 
ignorant of the necessity of doing so. 



No. 2. 



(No. 3610-68.) 

Letter from the Commissioners to Dr. Egan, Medical Officer. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 17 February 1868. 

The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland desire to inform you that they have received a report from their medical 
inspector, Dr. Roughan, relating to his recent visit to the Ballindine Dispensary, 
from which it appears that the amount of vaccination performed in your district 
is not in proportion to the number of births registered ; and that after making 
allowance' for deaths and other causes, 256 children, whose births have been 
registered for upwards of six months, have not been vaccinated. It also appears 
that you did not serve the notices prescribed by the 8th section of the Compulsory 
Vaccination Act in these cases ; and the Commissioners request that you will 
furnish them with an explanation in reference to your omission to comply with 
the provisions of the Act of Parliament in this respect. 

By Order, &c. 

Dr. Egan, Medical Officer, (signel) n r . D. Wodswnrth, 

Ballindine Dispensary District, for Chief Clerk- 

Ballindine. 



No. 3. 

(No. 3610—68.) 

Letter from the Commissioners to Dr. Roughan. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 19 February 1868. 

Adverting to that part of your report ol the 10th instant, which relates to 
the Ballindine Dispensary District in Claremorris Union, the Commissioners for 
Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland desire to inform you that 
they addressed a letter on the 17th instant to Dr. Egan, the medical officer ol 
the district, in reference to the performance of vaccination, but tbs Commissioners 
have not received from Dr. Egan any reply to their letter ; and the Commis- 
sioners have accidentally b^en made aware that small-pox has broken out, is ana 
now prevailing in the district. 
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The Commissioners, therefore, request that you will proceed at once to Ballin- 
dine, and ascertain whether any inoculation for small-pox has taken place, or 
whether the outbreak in this locality of a disease from which Ireland is at this 
time generally free, is to be attributed to the neglect of the medical officer of the 
district, as described in your report above referred to. 

If any of the cases are those of dispensary patients, it would be of much 
importance that they should be removed, if possible, to the . workhouse fever 
hospital, so as to obviate the spread of the disease in a population which appears 
to be at present to a great extent unvaccinated. 

The Commissioners enclose for your information a statement showing the 
numbers vaccinated in the Ballindine Dispensary District for the five quarters 
ended the 31st December last. 

By Order, &c. 

G. F. Roughan, Esq., m.d., (signed) W. D. Wodsworth, 

Medical Inspector, Longford. f° r Chief Clerk. 



No. 4. 

(No. 4727—68.) 

Letter from Dr. Egan to the Commissioners. 

Ballindine Dispensary, 

Gentlemen, 20 February 1868. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 3610, and 
in reply take leave to state, that verbal and printed notices have been, on a large 
scale, within the last few days, served on those parents who have neglected to 
bring in their children for vaccination purposes. These notices have had a salu- 
tary effect already. I have also to state, that I have appointed several vaccina- 
tion stations, independent of the one recognised by the Guardians, in order to 
afford the people a greater opportunity to fulfil the law, without the inconveni- 
ence of bringing in their children from distant localities at an inclement season 
of the year ; and this practice I have invariably pursued since the Compulsory 
Vaccination Act became the law of the land. 

My Deputy Registrar has served several notices since I made choice of him 
as my assistant. You may rest assured that a large vaccination return will be 
very soon laid before the Board of Guardians of the Claremorris Union, by the 
combined effects of verbal and printed notices, and, if required, by citations to 
the respective Petty Sessions of the district. 

In the early part of last summer I was confined to bed by severe indisposition,, 
which kept me back for some time, and occasioned an arrear of business which 
otherwise would not have arisen. 

I have, &c. 

The Poor Law Commissioners, (signed) Denis Boives Egan. 

&e. &c. &c. 



No. 5. 

(No. 4855—68.) 

Letter from the Clerk of the Union to the Commissioners. 

Claremorris Union Workhouse, 

Gentlemen, 21 February 1868. 

With reference to your Circular Letter of the 6th instant (No. 31 M — 68), 
Miscellaneous, on the subject of the diminution of small-pox, I beg leave to 
forward you herewith the result of the inquiries made by the Board of Guardians 
of this union, through their officers, as to the existence of the disease in any 
part of the union. 

I have, &c. 

The Poor Law Commissioners, (signed) John Egan, 

&c. &c. &c. Clerk of Union. 
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Dr. Abbott Trayer, Medical Officer of the "Workhouse, and of the Claxemorris Dispensary 
District, reports : — 



Claremorris Union. 



I HAVE not had any case of small-pox in the dispensary practice for the last three or 
four years. In the end of last year, I had, in private practice, four cases, two men over 
50, and two boys over 10 years of age. The men had been vaccinated in early life pro- 
perly ; the boys had been vaccinated when infants by another medical man, who had been 
their family doctor at the time, but from inquiries and examination, I had reason to con- 
clude that the operation had not been successful. The disease has not spread in the 
family I allude to, the several members of which have been vaccinated by me. 



From Dr. James Davis, Medical Officer of the Ballyhannis Dispensary District. 

I have not heard or known of any case of small-pox having taken place in my 
dispensary district for the last two years. At that time a man named Barrett went 
through the district inoculating. I was informed of it, and went at once to see the 
children, having taken the head constable then stationed at Ballyhannis with me. We 
had Barrett summoned to the magistrates’ court held here, and convicted, and from that 
period I have not heard of any case of small-pox. 



From Dr. Denis B. Egan, Medical Officer of the Ballindine Dispensary District. 

I beg to state that, within the last six weeks, six cases of small-pox made their appear- 
ance in the Ballindine Dispensary District, four of those amongst a family named King at 
the Heath, one at Meelick, and one at Lisduff. I have also to state that none of those 
parties had ever underwent the process of vaccination ; two cases proved fatal. 



From Mr. Thomas Moran, Relieving Officer. 

I beg to state that I made the necessary inquiry respecting the prevalence of small- 
pox in this union, and that there were only six cases for the last twelve months, and that 
the cases alluded to took place in the Ballindine Dispensary District. 



No. 6, 

(No. 4855 — 68.) 

Letter from the Commissioners to Dr. Roughan. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 22 February 1868. 

With reference to their letter of the 19th instant, the Commissioners for 
Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland, forward to you the 
enclosed communication which they have received from the Clerk of Claremorris 
Union, in reply to their Circular Letter of the 6th, on the subject of the 
existence of small-pox in the union. 

It is important to know by whose default the persons attacked with small-pox 
have remained unvaccinated. 

By Order, &c. 

Dr. Roughan, (signed) IV. D. Wadsworth, 

Poor Law Medical Inspector, f° r Chief Clerk. 

Galway. 
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No. 7. 

(No. 4969— 68.) 

Report from Dr. Roughan. 

Gentlemen, . Galway, 22 February 1868. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 19th instant, 
No 3610, informing me that you hacl addressed a letter on the 17th instant to 
Doctor Egan, the medical officer of Ballindine Dispensary District, in reference 
to the performance of vaccination, aud received no reply, and that the Commis- 
sioners had accidentally been made aware that small-pox had broken out, and was 
prevailing in the district; directing me to proceed at once to Ballindine, and 
ascertain whether any inoculation for small-pox has taken place, or whether the 
outbreak in the locality of a disease from which Ireland is at this time generally 
free is to be attributed to the neglect of the medical officer of the district, as 
described by me in my report of the 10th instant, also intimating the opinion of 
the Commissioners, that it would be of much importance that any cases occurring 
among dispensary patients should be removed, if possible^ to the workhouse 
fever hospital, so as to obviate the spread of the disease in a population, which 
appears to be at present, to a great extent, unvaccinated ; and transmitting, for 
my information, a statement showing the numbers vaccinated for the five 
quarters ended the 31st of December last. 

In accordance with those instructions, I proceeded at once from Longford, and 
readied Ballindine at four o’clock, p.m., on Thursday the 20th instant, and had 
an interview with the medical officer, the clerk of the union, and the head 
constable of the station. On the following day I visited the localities where 
small-pox had occurred, and now beg to submit the result of my investigation. 

The first portion of my inquiry was made in reference to the information 
accidentally conveyed to the Commissioners, that small-pox hacl broken out and 
was prevailing in the district. I find that nine cases have occurred in the dis- 
trict within the last three months, three of whom died, four recovered, and two 
are convalescent. 

The first case that occurred, as far as I could discover, was that of a girl named 
Cunningham, 18 years of age, residing in an isolated house at Scaurdaun, in the 
electoral division of Ballindine ; she states she had small-pox in the early part 
of November, that she believed she was not vaccinated, but that she was inocu- 
lated with the natural pox many years ago ; she was reticent, and unwilling to 
afford any information that would enable me to form an opinion as to the source 
from which she contracted the disease. She is slightly pox marked. Her friends 
did not seek medical aid for her. I am strongly inclined to think that she was 
inoculated by a man named Lally, a well-known itinerant inoculator, who was in 
the district a short time before she contracted the disease. 

The next four cases occurred in a family named King, residing in the same 
locality, who were in the habit of visiting at the house where the last case was 
ill. The head of the family, John King, was seen by Dr. Egan on the 21st of 
December, and described by him as a bad case of confluent small-pox; he 
was never vaccinated, and died on the 26th of December. His brother, wife, 
and child contracted the disease, aud are now well ; they likewise were unvac- 
cinated. The child, aged more than six months, through carelessness on the 
part of the parents, was not brought for vaccination to the medical officer. 
King’s elder child was vaccinated 10 months previously, and occupied the same 
apartment in which the affected persons lay, and escaped the disease. 

The next case was that of a married man, named Hugh Neale, residing in the 
same locality ; he became ill about the middle of January, and died on or about 
the 10th day of his illness ; he was attended by a private practitioner from Tuam ; 
he was not vaccinated. Although I was unable to ascertain that he visited either 
of the houses in which the disease was, still I have no doubt that he contracted 
the disease indirectly from them. 

The two next cases occurred in a village called Shan vally bough ; both were 
over 10 years of age, aud were not vaccinated ; one died, the other recovered; 
they were not attended, as far as I could learn, by a medical mau. I have been 
unable to ascertain how they contracted the disease; in all likelihood, they were 

inoculated 
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inoculated by Lally, or look the disease from some person to whom it had been 
conveyed through his instrumentality. 

The ninth and last case is that of a man named Hugh McGuire, aged 21 years, 
residing within a mile of Neale’s and Cunningham’s house ; he states that he was 
vaccinated when a child, and has a small mark on his arm ; he was attended by 
Dr. Egan, and is now convalescing. 

It appears that up to September last, this district was quite free from small- 
pox, when 'a man named Lally, a well-known itinerant inoculator, visited the 
different villages in the district, and no doubt inoculated several persons. A 
woman named King, mother of the man who died of smali-pox, informed me 
that she knew two families in which Lally had inoculated five children last 
harvest ; a man standing near made a gesture which intimidated her, and pre- 
vented her giving me further information. The head constable of the district 
informed me that he heard Lally was in the district six weeks since, cutting 
children for small-pox, but, although he made every exertion, he failed to get any 
reliable information on which be could take legal proceedings against him. He 
went to the house of Mr. Brannock, of Scaurdaun,* about six weeks since, for 
the purpose of ascertaining was Lally in the neighbourhood. Mr. Brannock 
informed him that he was, and that he had turned him out of bis house ; Mrs. 
Brannock then interfered, and prevented her husband giving further information. 
I may here remark that from the clandestine manner in which Lally proceeds 
through the country, and the secresy observed by the people in reference to his 
movements, it is almost impossible to find out the names of any of the persons on 
whom he operates, but there can be no doubt that through his means small-pox 
was introduced into the district, and that if it had not been so, this locality would 
be as free from the disease as other parts of Ireland are at present. 

A sense of duty compels me to say that the medical officer deserves much 
blame for not having served notices, Form C, on the parents or guardians of 
children whose births' he had registered; if he had clone so, in all likelihood, the 
children would have been brought for vaccination, as in the other dispensary 
districts of the Union, where vaccination is fully in proportion to the registered 
births ; whereas, in his district, after making due allowance for deaths, unfit- 
ness, and other causes, there are at least at this moment 250 children unvacci- 
nated whose births have been registered six months and upwards. No doubt Lally 
became aware of this fact, and took advantage of it. In going through the district 
I endeavoured to find out whether children who came under my observation had 
been vaccinated or not ; but I was unable to do so with any degree of certainty, 
as in no case of successful vaccination did the medical officer ever give a certifi- 
cate, as he was bound to do under the 3rd Section of the Compulsory Vaccina- 
tion Act ; he seemed quite unaware that it was his duty to do so. Dr. Egan is 
aged and infirm, and scarcely able to discharge the duties which devolve on 
him as medical officer of the district, and I would venture to suggest that it 
might be desirable to ask the opinion of the Committee as to the advisability of 
his" being longer continued in office. 

I urged on the medical officer, and on the relieving officer the importance 
of having any future cases of small-pock that might occur removed, it 
possible, to the workhouse fever hospital, so as to prevent the spread oi the 
disease. I transmit herewith the statement showing the numbers vaccinated lor 
the last five quarters in the Ballindine Dispensary District, as taken from the 
medical officer’s quarterly returns, as also a statement taken by me from the 
vaccination registers, for the four quarters ended 31st of December 18b7 ; it 
will be seen that there is a discrepancy between the two returns. 

I have, &c. 

George F. Roughan, 

Poor Law Inspector. 



* lx is worthy of notice that most of the cases occurred in this village called Scaurdaun. 
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No. 8. 



(No. 4969—68.) 

Letter from tlie Commissioners to Dr. Egan. 



Poor Law Commission Office* publin, 
c- 25 February 1868. 

THE^Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Irehnd ackn“wled K e the receipt of year letter of the 20th instant, in reply to 
*e Commissioners' communication of the 17th instant, relating to the manner 
in which you have discharged your duties under the Vaccination Acts , and the 
Commissioners desire to state that your letter affords no satisfactory explanation 
of past default in this respect on your part. . . 

The Commissioners desire at the same time to inform you that having acci 
dentally learned, before the receipt of your letter above referred to, that small 
pox had broken out and was prevailing in the Balhndme District, they instructed 
their inspector, Dr. Roughan, to make inquiry and report to them upon the 

^ihV Commissioners have now received Dr. Roughan’s report, from which it 
appears that nine cases of small-pox have occurred in the district within the last 
three months, three of which died, four recovered, and two are convalescent. 

The first case which occurred, as far as Dr. Roughan could ascertain, was that 
of a girl named Cunningham, residing in an isolated house at Scaurdaun, in e 
Ballindine electoral division. It appears that this girl was inoculated many 
years ago with small-pox virus, and that she had small-pox in the early part ot 
last November. Dr. Roughan states that he was unable to obtain any informa- 
tion as to the source from which the disease in this case was contracted L ; but 
that he has reason to believe that the girl was inoculated by a man named Dally, 
a well-known itinerant inoculator, who was in the district a short time before the 



girl had contracted the disease. 

The next four cases occurred in a family named King, residing m the same 
locality, who were in the habit of visiting at the house where the girl Cunningham 
was ill. The head of the family was, it appears, seen by you on the 21st Decem- 
ber last, and described by you as labouring under a bad case of confluent small- 
pox ; this man who died on the 26th December was never vaccinated. His 
brother, wife and child subsequently contracted the disease, and are now well, 
and it also appears that they were never vaccinated. It appears that the child, 
who is more than six months old, was not brought to you for vaccination, and 
that King's elder child, who was vaccinated 10 months previously, and occupied 
the same apartment in which the affected person lay, escaped the disease. 

Another case was that of a man named Hugh Neale, residing in the same 
locality, who became ill about the middle of January, and was attended by a 
private practitioner, and died on or about the 10th day of his illness ; this man 
had never been vaccinated. 

The two next cases were those of children over 10 years of age, and occurred 
in a village called Shanvallybough ; one case ended fatally and the other 
recovered. Neither had been vaccinated. 

The ninth and last case was that of a man named Hugh McGuire, aged 21 
years, residing within a mile of the houses of the Neales and Cunninghams 
above referred to. It appears that this man is now convalescing. 

Dr. Roughan states that up to the month of September last, the district was 
quite" free from small-pox ; when Lally visited the different villages in the 
district for the purpose of pursuing his illegal occupation, and Dr. Roughan 
was informed of two families in which Lally had inoculated children in the 
autumn of last year. 

Dr. Roughan was also informed by the head constable that Lally was in the 
district about six weeks since inoculating children for small-pox, but it appears 
that the constable was unable to obtain sufficient evidence to enable him to take 



legal proceedings against the inoculator. 

The Commissioners think that if you had served the notices prescribed by the 
8th Section of the Compulsory Vaccination Act on the registry of the births of 
children in your district, the parents would in all probability have brought their 

children 
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children for vaccination as in the other dispensary districts of the Claremorris 
Union, where the amount of vaccination performed is in proportion to the 
number of births registered, while in your district, after making due allowance 
for deaths and other causes, at least 250 children, whose births are registered for 
upwards of six months, are unvaccinated. There is some reason to believe that 
Lally became aware of this fact and took advantage of it. 

In conclusion, Dr. Roughan states that in going through the district he 
endeavou:*£ to ascertain whether children who came under his observation had 
been vaccinated, but that he was unable to do so with any degree of certainty, 
as in no case had you ever given a certificate of having performed the operation 
successfully, as you are bound to do under Section 3 of the Compulsory Vaccina- 
tion Act. 

The Commissioners desire to state that the omission on your part to vaccinate 
is an inducement to the inoculator with small-pox to pursue his illegal trade, by 
which disease and death are introduced. 

Your default, therefore, in not serving the vaccination notices at the time of 
registering births, has had a double effect in causing inoculation to be resorted 
to, and in leaving a considerable part of the infant population unprotected against 
contagion. That life has been lost in consequence there remains very little room 
to doubt. 

Under all the circumstances above adverted to, the Commissioners must 
require you to tender your resignation at once of the office of medical officer of 
the Ballindine Dispensary District to the committee of management of that 

district. „ ^ , 

By Order, &c. 

Denis B. Egan, Esq., W. D. IVodsworth , 

Medical Officer, for Chief Clerk. 

Ballindine Dispensary District. 



(No. 5674—68.) 

Mikutes of the Ballindine Dispensary Committee at their Meeting on the 28th 
February 1868. 



At a meeting of the Committee of Management of the Ballindine Dispensary, 
February 28th 1868: — 

Present : 



Lord Oranmore. 
Edward Rush, Esq. 
Mr. Ward. 



Mr. Treston. 
Mr. Mongan. 



Read communication ftom Poor Law Commissioners, dated 25R ' February 
1868, to which they requested their secretary to make the following reply . 

Ballindine Dispensary, 

28 February 1868. 

I ^“d hy the committee of the 

cause of the prevalence ° f “* ’^d s £ to the stateLnTof Constable 
gentleman hits in his report given no g innrnlated anc j neither from 

Hamilton for his belief that 

ty ^oEed the disease from any one who had been 

inoculated. believe that the first case lie mentions, 

Dr. Roughan states that he has raas ° n , , . h d not ^ ve his Teasons, 
a girl named Cunningham, was Arming „p£ as to their validity 
the committee have no opportunity o g y P D £ not called 

This girl Cunningham recovered; she is about u years, nr. g on 

196. B 3 



ited image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



Claremorris 

Union. 



3 o CORRESPONDENCE, &c. RELATING TO 

on to attend her, and did not know she had the small-pox until he went with 
Dr. Roughan to her house. In the family of King the persons attacked were all 
about 20 years of age, except the child ; the child is convalescent. The two 
cases of children at Sbanvally were, as stated by Dr. Rouguan, over 10 years 

° f The' committee consider that Dr. Egan had no power to enforce vaccination, 
except on children bom since the Act of 26 & 27 Viet. c. 62, passed m 1864, 
and as the child King was the only one attacked by small- pox bop /.since that 
period, and as she recovered, your committee can see no grounds for the state- 
ment in your letter that life has been lost in consequence of Dr. Egan having 
neglected to carry out the Act for Vaccination. The committee would be exceed- 
ingly glad to prosecute any one inoculating, had they any grounds for doing so. 
If Dr. Roughan had any evidence of this girl, lie has not given the Committee 

an The U committee have only before them the register of births as between 1st 
September and 31st January 1867, in this district, which they find to be 72, the 
register previous to this being lodged with the clerk of the union. Supposing 
the number of births in the remaining eight months of the past year was in the 
same proportion, they would in 1867 amount to 216 ; they fad that the number 
of cases vaccinated by Dr. Egan during the year 1867 is 184 fee., leaving only 
32 in that year unvaccinated. The committee enclose a return of births and 
cases vaccinated in the dispensary districts in the Claremorris UMfa- J-liey 
find the number of children vaccinated in proportion to the births m Ballyhannis 
district is not much in excess of that of Ballindine. The committee consider 
that Dr Egan has been guilty of serious neglect of duty in not serving notices 
when the births were registered, and also in not summoning- the parents who did 
not bring their children to be vaccinated; but as, fortunately, they have no 
reason to suppose that life has been lost in consequence, and as Dr. Egan s health 
has been failing, as he has now been for 16 years the medical officer of this dis- 
trict and is now at the advanced age of 67 years, they think it very hard to call 
on him to resign when they have no power to make him any retiring allowance ; 
and therefore submit to your Board that you should give Dr. Egan an opportunity 
of showing, by more diligence in future, that he is still capable of fulnlling the 

duties of his situation. 

I have, &c. 

The Poor Law Commissioners, (signed) J. J. Ward, 

Custom House. Honorary Secretary. 



Claremorris Union. 

(No. 5675—68.) 

Return showing the relative Number of Births Registered, and successful Cases of 
Vaccination performed in each Dispensary District in the above Union, from the 
, , T ,CU>A out- 1867. 



Dispensary District. 


Number of 
Births 
Registered. 


Number of Cases 
of successful 
Vaccination. 


Observations. 


Claremorris - - - - 


1,238 


1,337 


The excess of vaccination cases over 
the number of births registered in 
the Claremorris District is made 
up ef cases of children born before 
the Compulsory Vaccination Act 
came into force. 


Ballindine - 


1,043 


799 




Ballyhannis ... 


| 1,517 

1 


1,314 





John Egan , Clerk of Union. 



27 February 1868. 

This is a Return of all cases vaccinated -whether born before or after January 1864. 
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No. 10. 

(No. 5674 and 5,68.) 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Honorary Secretary. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir,/_ 10 March 1868. 

The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 28th ultimo, communicating the 
views of the Committee of Management of the Ballindine Dispensary District, in 
reply to the Commissioners’ letter of the 25th ultimo, respecting the manner in 
which Dr. Egan had performed his duties under the Vaccination Acts. 

In reply, the Commissioners desire to state, for the information of the com- 
mittee, that they did not impute loss of life as directly resulting from Dr. Egan’s 
neglect of duty, nor allege that any person died who came within the provisions 
of the Compulsory Vaccination Act. 

The comparatively unvaccinated state of the district was the cause of the 
inoculator’s operations, and from the information obtained by Dr. Roughan there 
is no doubt that he did produce disease which spread and led to fatal results. 

Whether Dr. Egan’s default was wholly without excuse, or whether it arose 
from want of energy caused by the infirmities of age, the Commissioners feel 
equally bound to prevent a recurrence of such a calamity iu the district, and 
they cannot concur with the committee in considering that the absence of a 
provision by way of superannuation justifies the retention in office of an officer 
who is admitted on all hands to be inefficient in the discharge of his duty. 

The Commissioners must therefore persist in requiring Dr. Egan’s resignation, 
and in default thereof, will remove him by an order under seal. 

By Order, &c. 

J. J. Ward, Esq., (signed) B. Banks , 

Honorary Secretary, Ballindine Chief Clerk, 

Dispensary Committee, Ballindine. 



BALLINROBE UNION. 



No. 1. 

(No. 4854—68.) 

Letter from the Clerk of the Union to the Commissioners. 

Office, Workhouse, Ballinrobe, 

Gentlemen, 21 February 1868. 

Referring to your Circular Letter of the 6th instant. No. 31 m/68, on the 
subject of the diminution of small-pox in Ireland, I beg leave to report that the 
relieving officers having made inquiries from the dispensary medical officers, and 
from various other parties residing in the union, were unable to trace the existence 
of a single case of small-pox in any part of the union at the present time. 

I have, however, to state that on the 14th of January last, a family consisting 
of Mary lawless, aged 19, Catherine Lawless, age 16, Michael Lawless, age 12, 
Ellen Lawless, age 10, Margaret Lawless, age 5, Peter Lawless, age 4, and 
Martin Lawless, age 2 h, were admitted to the workhouse fever hospital labouring 
under that disease. Catherine and Margaret Lawless had confluent small-pox, 
none of them had been previously vaccinated nor inoculated. 

Michael, Ellen, and Mary Lawless have been already discharged from the fever 
hospital cured, and the medical officer has informed me that he intends discharg- 
ing on to-morrow the children now in hospital, namely, Catherine, Margaret, 
Peter, and Martin Lawless, all of whom have recovered from the disease. 

This family resided in the village of Purranes in the Coonard electoral division 
of the union, and it appears that they had contracted the disease from the 
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children of a resident of the same village, named Michael Watters. In the 
month of November last, Michael Watters' children were moc^ated with 
variolous matter by an itinerant inoculator, supposed to be one Matthew Lally, a 
native of Partry in this union. ^ have &c 

(signed) Thomas May , 

The Poor Law Commissioners. clerk of tlie Union. 



(No. 4854—68). 



No. 2. 



Letter from the Commissioners to Dr. Ronghan, Poor Law Medical Inspector. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

22 February 1868. 

The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland 
transmit to yon the enclosed communication which they have received from the 
Clerk of Ballinrobe Union, in reply to their Circular Letter of the 6th 'ns‘ant 
relative to the diminution of small-pox; and the Commissioners request that you 
will have the goodness to make inquiry, and report to them as to the circum- 
stances of the cases of the persons therein referred to, who were admitted to the 
fever hospital of the workhouse, on the 14th January last, suffering fiom the 

d, Twffl be desirable to know by whose neglect of duty it happened that the 
children of both the families in question were not vaccinated, and also it any 

steps have been taken to proceed against tbe inoculator, Matthew Lally. 

By Order, &c. 

(signed) W. D. Wodsworth, 

Dr. Rougban, f° r Chief Clerk. 

Poor Law Medical Inspector, Galway. 



No. 3. 

(No. 4993—68.) 

Letter from the Clerk of the Union to the Commissioners. 

Office, Workhouse, Ballinrobe, 

Gentlemen 23 Februar y 1868 - . . , 

I have the honour to enclose herewith for your information a letter which 
I received last night from Dr. Barron, medical officer of Hollymount Dis- 
nensarv District, in this union, relative to the prevalence of small-pox in his distac.. 
P In my report to you of the 21st instant, I have stated the particulars relating 
to tbe outbreak of that disease among the family of Lawless, who reside at 
Purranes, in the Coonard Electoral Division ; the other cases adverted to m Dr. 
Barron’s letter, namely, those occurring in the house of — Walsh, m French- 
grove, have not been alluded to in my report, because it has been ascertained 
that — Walsh resides at Gortsketry, in the Claremorns Union. 



The Poor Law Commissioners. 



I have, &c. 

(signed) Thomas May, 

Clerk^f Union. 



(No. 4993—68.) 



Enclosure in No. 3. 
Letter from Dr. Barron. 



gj r Hollymount, 22 February 1863, 

Understanding the Board of Guardians are making inquiries respecting the prevalence 
of small-pox, I beg to forward my experience of it m tbe Hollymount District. I have 
seen only two houses in which the disease existed in my capacity of dispensary doctor 
viz., that of Lawless, of Purranes, where, as well as X remember, eight children had it, who 
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went to hospital, two being convalescent before I saw them. The other cases occurred in 
the house ot - Walsh, 1 renchgrove, three cases, two now convalescent, one still ill. 

Besides these, I saw one case m private practice, as far back as October last, making in 
all seven cases I have seen; but there have been numerous others, either so mild as not to 
require medical assistance or the result of inoculation, and so, of course, studiously con- 
cealed from me. J 

As far as I am aware, there has been no death as yet from the disease, and it is I 
believe, on the decline. ’ 

■vr/’-in. 1 remain, &c. 

ClJtf*nr,B^obe. (SigMd) 



(No. 4993—68.) 



No. 4. 



Letter from the Commissioners to Dr. Roughan. 



Poor Law Commission Office, 

® lr > ... 24 February 1868. 

Referring to their previous letter of instruction, the Commissioners for 
Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland forward to you the 
enclosed further communication which they have received from the Clerk of 
Ballinrobe Union, transmitting a letter received by him from the medical officer 
of the Hollymount Dispensary District, on the subject of the existence of small- 
pox in that district. 



Dr. Roughan, 

Poor Law Medical Inspector, 
Ballinrobe. 



By Order, &c. 

(signed) W. D. IVodsworth , 
for Chief Clerk. 



No. 5. 

(No. S402— 68.) 

Report from Dr. Roughan. 

Gentlemen, Galway, 27 February 1868. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 22nd 
instant. No. 4884, transmitting a communication which was received from the 
Clerk of the Ballinrobe Union, in reply to Circular relative to the diminution of 
small-pox, and directing me to make inquiry, and report as to the circumstances 
of the cases therein referred to who were admitted to the fever hospital of the 
workhouse on the 14th January last, and informing me that it would be desirable 
to ascertain by whose neglect of duty it happened that the children of this family, 
and the children of Watters, from whom, as stated in the clerk’s communication, 
they contracted the disease, were not vaccinated, and also directing me to ascer- 
tain if any steps have been taken for proceeding against Matthew Lally, by whom 
the Watters’ family, above referred to, were said to have been inoculated with 
variolous matter. 

In accordance with instructions of this letter, I visited the Ballinrobe Work- 
house Fever Hospital, and the Coonard Electoral Division, on Tuesday the 26 th 
instant. 

It appears that eight children belonging to a man named Lawless, who is living 
in England, were admitted to the Ballinrobe Union Fever Hospital on the 14th 
January lasL suffering from small-pox. They were transmitted to hospital by 
the relieving officer from a populous townland named Purranes, in the Coonard 
Electoral Division. Their ages range from 3£ years up to 18 ; two have been 
discharged from hospital and six are convalescent; the eldest girl, who is 18 
years of age, informs me that they are in poor circumstances, and that they have 
not heard from their, father for the last two years. She states none of the family 
were inoculated or vaccinated ; that the father had a strong dislike to vaccination, 
and warned his wife in the strongest terms, before he left home, not to get the 
youngest or any of his children cut for the cow-pox. She says that Matthew 
Lally came to their house in October last, and offered to cut her with the pock, 
and that he would make no charge for so doing, hut she refused to permit him. 
196 . E 
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Ballinrobe Union. In a month afterwards she heard that Watters’ family had been inoculated by 

Lally. She says that the eldest daughter, a girl aged about 18 years, came into 

her house ; that she had spots on her cheek, which she believed to be small-pox, 
and that she has no doubt of having taken the disease from her. She got ill in 
a few days afterwards, and her brothers and sisters, as she believes, contracted 
the disease from her. . 

It appears from the register of births that the youngest of the family, Martin, 
was born on the 15th of October 1864 ; he is the only member of the household 
that comes under the operation of the Compulsory Vaccination Act. The present 
medical officer, Dr. Barron, sent in two lists of defaulters to the Board of 
Guardians — one in June 1866, the other in September 1867 but did not include 
Martin Lawless’ name in either, he being born long before he became medical 
officer of the district, and being unable to prove whether Notice Form C had 
been served or not. He entered no names in his lists except of children born 
since he took charge of the district. The Guardians prosecuted six defaulters out 
of the first list, and made order in reference to second list, that public notices be 
circulated through the district, calling upon all persons to comply with the 
requirements of the Compulsory Vaccination Act. The result of this order was, 
that 79 children were successfully vaccinated the subsequent quarter, ending the 
3 1st December, against 123 vaccinated during the three previous quarters. In 
all probability, had the Guardians continued to adhere to their former resolution 
of not causing proceedings to be instituted to enfore obedience to the Act, a large 
number of those children would have been unvaccinated when Lally visited the 
district in the months of October, November, December, and January last, many 
of whom would have been inoculated by him with small -pox virus, and others would 
have contracted it by contagion. After making most minute inquiry through the 
district, I have been unable to discover that a single child, born since 1st January 
1864, was either inoculated or had contracted the disease, except the child 
Martin Lawless, who was admittea to the workhouse hospital. Lally 's operations 
appear to have been necessarily confined to adults, who, through ignorance and 
deep-rooted prejudice, believe that , vaccination does not afford any protection 
against small-pox. The medical officer of the district devotes much attention to 
vaccination. j; 

Watters family consists of a son, aged 18 years, and two daughters, aged 
respectively 14 and 20 years. The father denies that they were inoculated by 
Lally, or that they ever had small-pox. He was rude in his manner, and disin- 
clined to give any information. On my approach he sent his family out of the 
way, so that I would not have an opportunity of ascertaining whether they had 
the mark of inoculation. I have no doubt on my mind they were inoculated 
by Lally, and that the disease was communicated to the Lawless’s by some 
member of their family. This townland of Purranes, in which those cases 
occurred, joins the village of Scaurdaun, in the Ballindine Dispensary District, 
where two deaths occurred from small-pox, the results of Lally ’s inoculation ,as 
described in my report on that district. 

I visited Walsh’s house of Jutskey, referred to in Dr. Barron’s communication 
of the 22nd instant, and transmitted to me by the Commissioners on the 24th 
instant. Three members of this family contracted small-pox: May Walsh, 
aged 18, got ill about the 10th of January, and is now convalescent; Michael, 
aged 12 years, became ill about the 18th January, and is convalescent; James 
Walsh, aged 15 years, is ill about a fortnight, and is in a precarious state. It 
appears that all were inoculated in their youth by a quack named Hayes, from 
Tuam. They state that they are not aware how they contracted the disease, but 
the proximity of their residence to the townlands of Scaurdaun and Purranes 
makes it quite clear that the disease was communicated to them frctti either pf 
those localities. 

Mr. Abbot, the sub-inspector of the district, and the head constable residing 
at Hollymount, inform me that they are well aware that Lally goes through the 
country for the purpose of performing inoculation, and that they have made every 
exertion in their power to detect him, but that from the secret manner in which 
he operates, and the unwillingness on the part of the peasantry to give any in- 
formation against him, they have been unable to take any legal proceedings that 
would lead to even a chance of conviction, . '* 

I have, &c. 

(signed) George F. Bougha 
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(No. 5402—68.) 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Under Secretary of the Lord 
lieutenant. 

, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

SL, * 28 February 1868. 

The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland desire to state, for the information of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, 
that having issued a Circular on the 6th instant to the several unions in Ireland 
relating to the rapid diminution of small-pox in this country, and requesting 
the Guardians to furnish the Commissioners with information as to the existence 
of the disease in any particular locality at the present time, they have received 
communications from the B allinrobe Union, among others, from which it appears 
that there have recently been several cases of small-pox in that union. 

It also appears that several cases have occurred in the adjoining union, Clare- 
morris. Death has already ensued in some of them, and in the case of a family 
named Walsh, residing at Frenchgrove, it is stated in a report which the Com- 
missioners have received to-day, from Dr. Roughan, medical inspector, that one 
of those attacked by the disease, James Walsh, aged 15 years, is now in a pre- 
carious state. , 

It appears from Dr. Roughan’s report in this case, as well as in a previous 
report to the Commissioners, that the person who has been recently practising 
inoculation in the Ballinrobe, Claremorris, and probably other adjoining unions, 
is a man named “Matthew Lally,” said to be a native of Partry, in the Ballin- 

r °A ^copy 1 of Dr. Roughan’s report is enclosed herewith, together with an 
extract from the previous report referred to. . _ r 

It appears from these reports that, up to September last, the locality was free 
from small-pox, when this man, Matthew Lally, visited the different villages in 
the district, and inoculated several persons, and that he has been heard of m 
the district, within the last six weeks, cutting children for small-pox. 

Dr Roughan describes the difficulty which the constabulary have hitherto 
found in detecting Matthew Lally in his illegal proceedings, and their inability 
up to the present time to take the necessary steps to bring him to justice. 

Dr. Roughan at the same time expresses hrs opinion that there can be no 
doubt that through this man’s means small-pox was introduced into the district 
and that, if this had not been so, the locality would be as free from it as other 

Pa From theTtheHnquiries, made in pursuance of the Commissioners’ Circular 
of the 6th instant,' it appears that in the very few localities where small-pox 
now exists, it has either been recently imported from England, or has been pro 
duced by the illegal proo^s of inocukuon. consideration, 

The Comm^one^ tar to cons tab U lary, l the case of any 

whether it might he ■£»!» 1 “EL- t0 endeavour to procure an inquest 
death from small -pox ta ? [h ° Q that ev idence may be forthcoming which 
to be held, whereby it p nffp.nce against the 8th sec- 



whether it might he “viwMe i » ^ tQ endeaT0Ur t0 ’ procure an inquest 

death from small -pox ca ? h idence may be forthcoming which 

£& SlotSon S' manslaughter, or for an offence against the 8th sec- 
tion of 3 & 4 Viet. c. 29. \ n various parts of Ireland under the 

,„f“L-“li Ct lrtutrand\ave invariably been Mowed by satisfactory 



last-mentioned statute, and 
results. 



Sir Thomas Larcom, k.c.b., 
Dublin Castle. 



By order of the Commissioners, 

(signed) B. £anks, 

6 Chief Clerk, 
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SMALL POX (IRELAND). 



COPIES of Circulars issued by the Poor Law 
Commissioners in Ireland la the Cleres of 
Unions, dated flth Fobruaiy 1868 and 7th March 
1868, relating: to the Diminution of Small Pox 

Small Pox was still existing at theTme of the 

Inquiry. 




{Earl of Mayo.) 





Under 4 on. 
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